FOREWORD

The recovery of the history of India from the forgotten
past has been a task of great immensity and importance.
So much of our past history was lying unknown that
people often thought and those who have not got sufficient
education even now think that the past of India is
unimportant. This is particularly so about a few of India's
old provinces among whom Karnata is one. Modern India
is so ignorant about the greatness of ancient Karnata, its
historical importance and achievements that to many
people of India herself it should be a surprise if I state that
a knowledge of Karnata and her history is at least as
important as that of any other province of India.
Karnata or Karnataka, the country of the Kannada
language, holds a great place in the Dakhan being a
language spoken by more than one and a half crores of
people extending over nearly 80,000 square miles. These
Karnatakas built numerous great empires in the past and
were more often than not the great masters of the Dakhan
plateau for nearly one and a half millenniums, The history
of the Dakhan is to a considerable extent the history of
Karnata.
The great empires of the Kadambas, the Chalukyas,
the Rashtrakutas, the Hoysalas, the Yadayas, Vijaya-
nagara and Mysore were all Kannada powers. We can add
many more to this list. The history of the Dakhan is
$f$t.and foremost the history of Karnata,